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and November. It’s an extremely 
rare occurrence to have so many 
recorded births in less than six 
months, and a welcome boost 
for the future of this critically 
endangered species. This 

It was the orangutans that gave 
us the good news in 2020. In 
a remarkable year for our field 
team in the Lamandau Wildlife 
Reserve, seven orangutan births 
were recorded between June 

demonstrates the success of our 
protected forest in Lamandau 
Wildlife Reserve as a suitable 
home and safe habitat where 
these great apes are thriving.l

 See page 4

Where there’s life…
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We had long envisaged 
that our 30th anniversary 
would be a time of 

celebration with events and public 
gatherings. As it fell in October 
2020, that was not to be. Instead, we 
had to consider what we could do 
and – inspired by Red Ape’s editorial 
team – we decided to create a 
booklet of 30 memories to tell our 
story through the years. The booklet 
surpassed all our expectations. It 
was a wonderfully uplifting process 
to create it, and – we know from the 
feedback – to receive it. It has been 
quite a journey – both the booklet 
itself, and the 30 years!

Now as we look back on a 
whole year of lockdown, we see 
it has not been wasted time but a 
precious opportunity to reflect. The 
pandemic has thrown the fragility 
of our world and our way of life into 
sharp relief. I’ve found that it has 
drawn me closer, to family and to 
colleagues. Our Indonesian team 
has kept in close contact, reassuring 
me that our vital work continues 
in the field and business as usual 
in the office, with some innovative 
online adaptations.

Here in London, I haven’t been 
able to get out but I have been 
able to reach out online. At one 
talk I was asked: what have I learnt 
in the 30 years? My answer was 
‘hope’. So much has changed. Youth 
environment groups are now a 
vibrant force, a government minister 
has pledged to protect orangutans 
and the rate of forest clearance is 
the lowest in 20 years. My work has 
taught me hope. 

NEWS FROM THE FIELD

Most orangutans live in forest 
habitats outside conservation 
areas such as national parks 

and wildlife reserves. In Kalimantan 
(Indonesian Borneo), which contains the 
majority of all wild orangutan populations, 
80-90 per cent of orangutan habitats are 
found outside conservation areas. This 
means that not protecting forests outside 
conservation areas could be disastrous for 
orangutans. 

 All three orangutan species are 
classified as Critically Endangered 
because of the rapid loss of their habitats 
outside protected areas. This is despite 
the fact that population numbers inside 
conservation areas have been relatively 
stable over the past twenty years.

As part of our landscape conservation 
programme, we are collaborating 
with our partner NGO Yayorin, the 
Indonesian government’s conservation 
agency BKSDA, and the regional Forest 
Management Unit agencies in an area 
covering some 2.5 million acres of forests 
outside conservation areas in western 
Central Kalimantan. This area includes the 
core of the largest orangutan population. 
Whilst Central Kalimantan also contains 
the majority of all Bornean orangutan 
populations, slightly more than 87 per 
cent of all forests in Central Kalimantan 
are found outside conservation areas. 

The majority of these forests are under 
industrial concessions for sustainable 
forestry practices, especially reduced 
impact logging for timber. Our landscape 
conservation programme is therefore 
crucial for efforts to conserve orangutans, 
which we do through collaboration, 
technical assistance and monitoring. Our 
current focus is on:
l preparing orangutan population 
management plans for each area
l helping to implement best management 
practices for managing orangutan 
populations
l helping conduct regular population 
monitoring surveys of each orangutan 
population
l helping establish community-based 
patrols to prevent illegal forestry activities 
(illegal logging, encroachment, hunting, 
fires).

Surveys to monitor the ecological health 
of orangutan populations are crucial 
to identify any populations suffering 
or threatened with terminal decline so 
effective action can be taken before it is 
too late.

Through this collaboration, we are 
confident that a long-term future for 
orangutans outside conservation areas 
can be ensured.

We are grateful to the Arcus Foundation 
for supporting this work. l

Ashley Leiman OBE  
Foundation Director

Saving orangutans outside 
conservation areas

SPRING/SUMMER 2021

The lessons  
of time
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD

Climate change disruption  
The regular pattern of seasons in Central Kalimantan has been 
turned upside down in recent times. Late summer should be the 
dry season but last year heavy rain flooded the forest. Three guard 
posts that normally sit high above the riverbank in Lamandau 
Wildlife Reserve were partly submerged. In March this year, 
normally the wet season, the rains didn’t come and our teams 
were fighting fires on the parched outskirts of the Reserve.

As climate change intensifies, we are very concerned about how 
the forest will be affected by these fluctuations in season. It’s a clear 
reminder that we must to our best to mitigate the effects of climate 
change, and the way we can do this is by keeping forests standing.l

 From fire to future forest  
Forest fires are increasing in frequency and intensity. In 2015 
more than 11,000 hectares of forest burnt, and fires have 
blazed every year since. An area of grassy scrub in the west 
of Lamandau Wildlife Reserve is particularly susceptible, with 
no forest to hold moisture. We are cultivating saplings that 
are more resistant to fires to be planted along existing forest 
boundaries. Valued donations have enabled our team to plant 
an additional 112,085 seedlings since 2015. Through this 
process, we can turn devastated habitat into a growing forest 
network, which contributes to the fight against climate change. 
The Lamandau Wildlife Reserve is said to hold 36.5 million 
tonnes of stored carbon. l

Sun bear

 Extra eyes on  
 the forest

In order to manage a protected area well, we need to know 
as much as possible about the flora and fauna it contains. 
The use of camera traps in Tanjung Puting National Park 

allows a remarkable insight into the presence and behaviour 
of elusive animals, especially nocturnal species. Our staff 
at Pondok Ambung Tropical Forest Research Station use 
remote camera traps that are no bigger than a lunchbox to 
observe the diversity of this rich habitat. In recent months 
they have captured images of birds and reptiles such as the 
Crested Fireback and Asian Water Monitor. There have also 
been continued sightings of mammals, including the largest 
predator of the forest – the Sunda Clouded Leopard, nobody 
knew it was there until it was recorded by camera traps. 
Our team augment this work with night surveys to monitor 
tree-dwelling species such as Tarsier and Tree Frog. l

Crested fireback

Seedlings prepared for planting out

Clouded leopard
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COVER STORY

Last year was an extraordinary 
year with a record of seven 
orangutan births at Lamandau 

Wildlife Reserve. Some of the 
mothers are orangutans  that have 
been reintroduced to the forest, 
others are ‘second generation’ that 
were born in the wild, and some 
are entirely wild. 

The relationship between 
orangutan mothers and infants is 
exceptionally strong and a joy to 
witness. It could even be described 
as the strongest in the primate 
world – other species such as gorillas 
or chimpanzees live in family 
groups, whereas orangutans live 
semi-solitary lives and the infants 
rely solely on their mothers and they 
stay together for six to eight years. 
With youngsters dependent for 
such a long time, female orangutans 
normally have only three or four 
offspring in their lifetime. 

At first the mother carries the 
tiny infant under her arm, later it 
will climb onto her back and hold 
on tight as they travel together 
through the forest. Some infants 
travel alongside their mother from 
about two years old, others will 
continue to piggyback as long 
as the mother will allow it. We 
sometimes watch a mother grab 
her passenger and put it down 
on a nearby branch, only for the 
youngster to run along the branch 
screaming like a truculent toddler 
and climb back on board! l

New  
lives,  
new  
hope

Labetty
Age 13 years old   
Origin  Born in the wild   
Infant  Leon

Wild-born Labetty is the daughter of 
Ladi Di, who was reintroduced in 2007. 
Labetty has been monitored by our team 
at Camp Rasak from a young age and so 
it was a delight to see her in July holding 
onto an infant of her own, Leon. Even 
by orangutan standards, Labetty moves 
very quickly through the forest, but she 
is always graceful– even with baby Leon 
in tow!

Suwita
Age 11 years old   
Origin Born in the wild   
Infant Samuel

Suwita gave birth to her first offspring, 
Samuel, in the same week as Labetty – an 
extraordinary week for our staff at Camp 
Rasak. They had only identified Suwita as 
pregnant shotly before Samuel’s arrival. 
It can be quite difficult to gauge when 
orangutans are pregnant, but sometimes 
we suspect if we have seen them 

Pauline
Age 13 years old    
Origin Born in the wild    
Infant Pancaran

Our staff at Camp Gemini were overjoyed 
to see Pauline proudly displaying her very 
first infant. Pancaran, meaning ‘radiance’, 
was named by Minister of Environment 
and Forestry, Ibu Siti.

Pauline is the offspring of reintroduced 
orangutan Paula, and it is thought that 
Pauline mated with wild male Carlos the 
year before. 

Queen
Age 23 years old   
Origin Released into the forest in 2003 
Infant Quentin

Queen was reintroduced into the wild as a 
six-year-old. She has previously given birth 
three times, but some must have died 
for her to come into oestrus and become 
pregnant again. There are many dangers 
to newborn orangutans, including pythons 
and leopards in the trees, and wild boars 
on the forest floor. Last summer’s arrival 
was her first son, named Quentin.

June/July 2020

Queen and 
Quentin

Labetty and Leon

Suwita and 
Samuel

Pauline and 
Pancaran
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with males. Orangutans have similar 
gestation periods to humans, and so 
Suwita must have mated with one of the 
wild male orangutans, Ewet or Tole, nine 
months beforehand.

Suwita continues to visit the camp and 
as she navigates the forest in search of 
food, we are occasionally treated to the 
sight of little Samuel holding on tightly.

 November 2020

 Betli
Age Unknown. Estimated 19 years old 
Origin Wild    
Infant Brenda

Betli is of entirely wild origin. She first 
came to Camp Buluh in the Reserve 
in 2009, probably because of a poor 
fruiting season in the forest, and she 
has stayed around ever since. Our field 
team have recorded Betli previously 
with offspring. She was initially very 
protective of her newest infant and held 
the newborn so close that it took some 
time for us to identify the sex of the 
baby. Betli now appears to be confident 
showing off her daughter Brenda.

Maya
Age  23 years old   
Origin  Released into the forest in 2003 
Infant  Milo

Maya was introduced to the Reserve 18 
years ago and has thrived here. She has 
already raised two sons – Mozart and 
Macho. In mid-November, our staff at 
Camp Gemini saw a new baby, named 
Milo. We look forward to studying the 
relationship between the mother and 
son as he learns to forage in the forest. 
Though they learn to feed themselves, 
some young orangutans will continue to 
suckle until the next offspring arrives.

Passion
Age  21 years old  
Origin  Released into the forest in 2005 
Infant  Currently unnamed 

Also at Camp Gemini (seen here on the 
boardwalk leading up to camp), Passion 
and her infant were photographed in late 
November. Since then, there have only 
been a few sightings of Passion and her 
baby, whose sex is yet to be identified. 
This is unusual and our staff think they 

Betli and Brenda

Maya and Milo

Passion with as yet unnamed baby

might have been scared off by a wild 
male and retreated deeper into the 
forest. As an experienced mother, we 
are confident that Passion will be looking 
after her infant well, but our team are 
keeping watch for them.

 
Endnote/postscript 
As we go to press, we’ve just received news 
from the field that two more orangutans are 
pregnant, Ilik and Sheila, so we look forward 
to more new births this year…

5

Ilik

Sheila
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In these difficult times of global pandemic, like many organisations 
we have relied on technology to keep working together safely. 
Our staff in Indonesia have used this situation to expand their 
communications reach to a far wider audience online.

‘Conservation Corner’ is an outreach project based at our 
Indonesian office. It was initially literally a corner – a designated 
space for gatherings and meetings, intended as a hub for ideas 
exchange. Different speakers were invited each month to engage 
with local youth groups, students, researchers, and members of 
the conservation community.

This work has continued by Zoom, with even greater numbers 
getting involved and discussing conservation strategies. It has 
proved an important way to maintain contact and engage with 
local people of all ages, and its success is a tribute to the passion 
of our outreach staff. l

New ways of working together
Conservation corner

Orangutan Tales Webinar
 

From our London office, an Orangutan Foundation webinar 
was held to mark the International Day of Forests on 21 March. 
It brought together three stalwarts of primate conservation 
that have long been involved with the Foundation: our 
Director Ashley Leiman, Dr Ian Singleton and Ian Redmond. 
Ian Redmond was an early advisor and long-standing Trustee, 
Ian Singleton was our ‘member number 3’! With the support 
of the Foundation, he travelled to Sumatra for his PhD to 
study orangutans in the wild and is now the Director of SOCP 
(see p7). All three have received OBEs for their services to 
conservation.  
The webinar is available to view on our Youtube channel.  
(via website: orangutan.org.uk) l

Dr Ian Singleton with 
(inset) Ian Redmond, top, 

and Ashley Leiman

Reforestation Manager, Lilik

Reforestation is an urgent and vital task: for the Reserve, 
for Indonesia and for the world, but as Lilik explains, it’s 
not just an issue of simply planting trees.

“The main challenge is not how we can grow trees as 
fast as possible, or how many, but how we can help them 
survive in damaged land. We can’t just leave them after we’ve 
planted them out. Because of very bad soil conditions with low 
nutrients, sometimes the land is flooded by swampy water, 
and then in the dry season the water is gone and barren land 
remains.”

Lilik joined the Foundation last year after her degree majoring 
in Silviculture and Forestry. Her role is to supervise a year-round 
cycle of nurture, from collecting seedlings to planting out and 
then monitoring and maintaining the growing saplings.

There are four nurseries near guard posts within the 
Lamandau Wildlife Reserve, and the guard post staff help 
monitor the seedlings. Local people from nearby villages are 
also involved with seedling collection and plant maintenance. 

“About 15 to 20 people help with every activity, we make 
a great team together.” Lilik ensures that materials and 
equipment are ready each month, such as fertiliser, hoes, 
gloves and boots for maintenance in the field. It’s hard, 
physical work with many challenges, especially in the rainy 
season, but immensely rewarding when the trees thrive.

“It would be simple just to plant 100 hectares and leave it,” 
Lilik says. “But the main issue is how we manage to make that 
100 ha really ‘green’. We have to understand that the nature 
wants us to help and to prioritise nature’s point of view.” l

TEAM TALK

“ We have 
to understand 
that the 
nature wants 
us to help ’’
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Protecting all three  
orangutan species
To mark the Orangutan Foundation’s 30th 
anniversary last year, we were delighted 
to announce a new partnership with 
the Sumatran Orangutan Conservation 
Programme, which has been operating in 
Sumatra for the past 20 years. This new 
partnership will ensure that we will be more effective in our 
efforts to help conserve all three critically endangered species 
of orangutan: the Bornean, the Sumatran, and the Tapanuli, 
which was only recognised as a new species in 2017 and 
has a population of just over 800 individuals. Each species is 
threatened by the severe loss of their tropical forest habitat. 
Overall this has led to a drastic population decline of more than 
90 per cent in the last 100 years. Working together we can help 
to reverse this trend. Thank you to everyone who has helped 
support this vital appeal so far. To play your part, you can still 
donate via our website- www.orangutan.org.uk/donate. l

 
The Foundation gave a grant to the Indonesian 
conservation organisation Scorpion Foundation to ‘Reduce 
Threats to Tapanuli Orangutan in Batang Toru 
Ecosystem, Sumatra, Indonesia.’

Your support, 
doubled by the  
Big Give
At the Foundation we are often 
reminded of the loyalty and generosity 
of our supporters. This was epitomised 
during our Big Give Christmas Challenge in December 2020 
when, despite the impacts of COVID-19, you helped us reach 
our fundraising target in record time! Your support contributed 
over £25,000 to our ongoing orangutan conservation 
programmes, and we would like to express our gratitude to 
everyone who helped us reach this wonderful goal. l 
 

Fundraisers
Something that provides us with hope for the future 
is the number of young people who are concerned 
for our natural world, passionate about protecting 
wildlife, and fighting the orangutans’ corner. These 
fantastic future conservationists include the following:

Will’s 
7300-mile 
Challenge 
We have previously 
featured 12-year-old 
Will, who in December 
2020 completed his 
astonishing feat of 
running, cycling, and 
swimming the equivalent 
distance from the UK 
to Borneo. Against all 
odds, Will completed 
his heroic year-long 
challenge and raised 
over £3,500 in aid 
of orangutan habitat 
protection!

Sunnyside Wildlife Warriors 

For Orangutan Caring Week in October 2020, this Year 5 
class from Sunnyside Primary School in Glasgow dressed up 
for Orange for Orangutan Day and raised awareness and 
funds towards our work!

Connie’s Orangutan Run 

Connie is worried about the threat that habitat loss poses 
to orangutans in the wild, and so the six-year-old decided 
to create her 
own fun run for 
these critically 
endangered great 
apes. Cheered on 
by her neighbours 
in Devon, Connie 
completed 
her marvellous 
challenge dressed 
head-to-toe 
in orange in 
March 2021, and 
surpassed her £200 
target by raising 
over £1,300!

l Please visit our 
website to find 
out how you can 
make a difference 
by fundraising for 
orangutans: www.
orangutan.org.uk/
fundraising.

Tapanuli Sumatran

Bornean

SUPPORT
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Trips 
The impacts of the global pandemic 
have unfortunately affected our work 
in Indonesia and in the UK. Importantly 
our conservation operations have 
continued throughout, but the 
Volunteer Programme, Photography 
Trips, and Group Tours were sadly put 
on hold in 2020. Currently we have 
no further dates as to when Indonesia 
will open the borders for travel, but 
we will keep you informed via our 
email updates, website, and social 
media channels.

 ‘Orangutan Foundation 
Celebrating 30 Years  
of Conservation’

This 48-page booklet charts 
the organisation’s 30-year 
history with wonderful 
photographs throughout. 
It is now available to 
purchase separately at 
£7.50, and is also offered 
free with membership and 
orangutan adoption.  

Visit www.orangutan.org.uk

A Gift that lasts  
a lifetime
Leaving a legacy to Orangutan Foundation 
makes a real difference. Please contact us if 
you would like to receive a copy of our legacy 
brochure and leave a lasting contribution to 
wildlife conservation.

Sponsor an acre
We believe safeguarding natural habitat is 
the best way to protect orangutans and other 
vulnerable species. You can play your part 
by sponsoring an acre of forest from just 
£2. In the week leading up to International 
Orangutan Day on the 19th August 2021, 
please help us surpass last year’s target of 
over 1000 acres of forest protected!  
www.orangutan.org.uk/sponsor-an-acre

Become a Guardian
Help protect a unique tropical habitat and 
combat climate change by becoming a 
guardian of the Lamandau Wildlife Reserve. 
From only £16.50 a month, you can join a 
select group conserving this diverse forest, 
home to over 600 critically endangered 
orangutans and thousands of other 
threatened species. Discover more here:  
www.orangutan.org.uk/guardian-of-lamandau

Individuals      
Adele Babai, David Babai, Simon Bishop, 
Douglas Blausten, Brad Bradshaw, Michael 
Brown, Chris Bunch, Lerys Campbell, Julia 
Cissewski, James Collett, Robin Crockett, 
Christopher Devonshire-Ellis, Jamie Guiver, 
Miranda Hall, Dawn Halton, Jon Hayden, 
Lex Hiby, Will Jenkins, Russell Leiman, Anna 
Levin, Asher Levy, Shelagh Lubbock, Joanna 
Lumley, Louise Macfarlane, Ann Marini, Nick 
Marsh, Manus McCormack, Elizabeth Molthe-
Huitfeldt, Rosina Mosedale, Peter Murchison, 
Floyd Parks, Ian Randall, Chris Redston, Tim 
Riley, John Searle, Edwin Smith, Connie 
Tandridge, Garth Tiljard, Paul Timson, Maya 
Wassink, Allan White, Jane Widroe, Crispin 
Williams, Caroline Wilson, Ian Wood, Annette 
Woolfson, & Sunnyside Primary School.

New Life Members
Emma & Abbi Fisher, Jenny Hadida,  
Christine Herron, Ben Page

Donors and Supporters
Aloha Aina Conservation Fund, Arcus Foun-
dation, Barham Charitable Trust, Better World 
Brewing Company, Big Wild Thought, Born 
Free Foundation, Carousel Calendars, Ernest 
Kleinwort Charitable Trust, Gemini Founda-
tion, Jean Sainsbury Animal Welfare Trust, 
MCOCO Events, Orang-Utans in Not e. V., 
Reed Foundation, Scent Trail,  Simon Gibson 
Charitable Trust, Steppes Travel, The CCG 
Trust, The Joan Cullen Charitable Trust, The 
Orangutan Project, The Waterloo Foundation, 
Viridian Nutrition Ltd, Whitley Animal Protec-
tion Trust, Wilhelma Botanical Gardens.

Special Thanks…
…to Jenny Hadida who kindly donated 
Orangutan Foundation baseball caps for 
our team in the field and online shop. 
Thank you to the Foundation’s trustees, our 
partner Yayorin, and our Indonesian staff. 
We also extend our thanks to the Head of 
Tanjung Puting National Park and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Agency.

THANK YOUNOTICEBOARD

A fantastic  
volunteering  
opportunity.

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1095660 
A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE IN ENGLAND & WALES NO. 4624177

TO CONTACT ORANGUTAN FOUNDATION
7 Kent Terrace, London, NW1 4RP   Telephone: 020 7724 2912  
Email: info@orangutan.org.uk   Website: www.orangutan.org.uk

You can change your contact preferences at 
any time by contacting us on  

020 7724 2912 or info@orangutan.org.uk.

Follow us
Twitter: @OrangutanFndn
Facebook: @orangutanfndn
Instagram: orangutan_foundation
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/ 
orangutan-foundation 
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A FUTURE FOR ORANGUTANS,  

FORESTS & PEOPLE

orangutan.org.uk

O
R

A
N

G
U

T
A

N
 F

O
U

N
D

A
T

I
O

N
 –

 C
E

L
E

B
R

A
T

I
N

G
 3

0
 Y

E
A

R
S

 O
F

 C
O

N
S

E
R

V
A

T
I
O

N

Edited by Anna Levin  
Designed by Simon Bishop 

Printed on recycled paper

RED APE
ORANGUTAN FOUNDATION NEWSLET TER

SHOP
Proceeds from our online shop 
directly contribute to our ongoing 
conservation programmes.  
Visit www.orangutan.org.uk

The Orangutan’s World
Have you ever explored 
the vibrant Bornean 
rainforest? Immerse 
yourself in the imagery 
of this rich habitat with 
our beautiful book 
The Orangutan’s World: 

a breathtaking photographic celebration 
of wildlife. 

Orangutan Soft Toys
Available in a range of sizes, our 
ethically made orangutan toys 
are the perfect gift for any 
nature-lover 

New Orangutan 
Foundation  
Baseball Cap
100% of profits from 
our new baseball 
caps contribute to 
our conservation 
work. They have 
arrived just in time for 
summer!

Adopt an Orphaned Orangutan
Receive a 
unique gift 
pack and 
biannual 
updates 
of your 
sponsored 
orangutan 

by adopting a young orphan today. 
Your support really makes a difference 
and helps these primates learn the skills 
necessary for the wild.

Soaps & Candles
Our selection of indulgent soaps and 
candles are handmade from natural 
ingredients and have a luxurious scent. 

Donate as you Shop
By signing up to Amazon Smile and Give 
as you Live, other online retailers will 
reward your shopping by donating a small 
percentage of sales to our work. To give 
us a helping hand at no extra cost, simply 
go to smile.amazon.co.uk and select 
Orangutan Foundation, or visit  
www.orangutan.org.uk/giveasyoulive


