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Just half an hour from Edinburgh, Bass Rock  
in the Forth Islands is bustling not with people but thousands  

of gannets, Britain’s largest seabird, writes Anna Levin
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Watch wildlife in comfort from the 
Scottish Seabird Centre

“Inspiring people about wildlife – that’s 
at the heart of all we do,” says Tom 
Brock, Chief Executive of the award-
winning Scottish Seabird Centre, “And 
the key is sustainability – if wildlife 
tourism is done right it’s a win, win, 
win: the visitors benefit from an 
inspiring experience, the local economy 
benefits from the tourism spend and 
the wildlife benefits from conservation 
and education work, from ensuring 
we’re not destroying what people have 
come to see.”

The Scottish Seabird Centre, which is 
based in a graceful, eco-friendly 
building by North Berwick’s historic 
harbour, takes an innovative approach 
to inspiration. It uses the latest cutting 
edge technology to bring the wildlife 
wonders of the Forth Islands to a wider 
public. Inside the Discovery Centre, 
visitors can explore the islands at their 
own pace via live interactive cameras 
¬– panning around, zooming in and out 
to watch gannets greet each other on 
their Bass nests, peregrines hunched 
on their rock on Craigleith, or puffins 
on the May with beaks full of sand eels. 
The controls in the centre move the 
actual cameras on the islands and the 
images are beamed back in real time, 
using satellite technology.  

This makes wildlife watching 
accessible to all, in warmth and comfort 
throughout the year. When the summer 
seabird cities have dispersed, the stars 
of the screen in the Discovery Centre 
are the grey seals on the Isle of May. 
Around 2,000 of them gather to breed 
on the island, and visitors can watch 
through the cameras as the fluffy white 
pups are born and weaned.
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TOUR OPERATORS:

TRIP ADVISER>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
COST RATING 
SAMPLE TOUR OF THE ISLANDS: The 
Scottish Seabird Centre offers a range of 
boat trips to the Bass Rock and Isle of 
May, including an hour long ‘Seabird 
Cruise’ from North Berwick to the Bass 
Rock and Craigleith. Alternatively you can 
choose the ‘Seafari Bass’ and to go to 
Bass Rock on a RIB (rigid inflatable boat), 
also about an hour and from North 
Berwick. Trips to the Isle of May, taking in 
Bass Rock en-route, last four hours, with 
at least two on the island. When possible a 
‘Bass Landing’ enables a small group (up 
to 11) to set foot on the rock for around 
three hours. North Berwick offers a wide 
range accommodation options, including 
hotels, B&Bs, self catering, caravanning 
and camping.
GETTING THERE: Scotrail run regular 
trains from Edinburgh to North Berwick: 
every hour through the week and every 
30 minutes on Saturdays. An anytime 
return costs £6.80 (www.scotrail.com). 

Visitors travelling by train receive 20 per 
cent off admission to the Scottish Seabird 
Centre (full price, £8.95 for adults).
TIPS AND WARNINGS: All trips subject to 
weather, so always phone ahead or check 
websites. The Bass Rock is a particularly 
exposed island, and landing is not always 
possible. Boat trip operators also advise 
passengers to wrap up warm as it can be 
surprisingly cold off shore. RIB trips are 
not suitable for anyone with back ailments 
or who is pregnant. 
For Bass Rock landings, visitors need a 
level of fitness and wear appropriate 
clothes, it can be smelly and muddy! A hat 
is recommended for Isle of May landings, 
not only as protection from the sun but 
from occasional swooping birds.
Binoculars will greatly enhance your 
wildlife viewing. They are available to hire 
from the Scottish Seabird Centre for £3.
WHEN TO GO: Boat trips to the Forth 
Islands run from April to September. The 
Seabird Centre is open year round.
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SCOTTISH SEABIRD CENTRE, Tel: 01620 890 202; www.seabird.org
BRAVEHEART BOAT TRIPS, Tel: 07967 877383;  

 www.northberwickboattrips.co.uk
ANSTRUTHER PLEASURE CRUISES,  Tel: 07957 585200;  

 www.isleofmayferry.com


